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Content of the talk

Highlight on domestication of donkeys

Mapping the changing roles of donkeys across time

Exploring Key drivers of change

Impact on demographic changes,
Case of East Africa: Ethiopia in focus
A two-pronged scenario depicting donkeys future

Conclusion with a call for collective action
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Why is Africa losing ground ‘ The various impacts of Global warming hastens climate
COVID-19 on children p.1144 tipping transitions “p 1171

against malaria? p.1139

Donkeys 1%t working animals
domesticated (7000yrs ago)

39 scientists, 37 labs:
Todd et al,, Science 377, 1172-1180 (2022), Sept 2022

DOMESTICATING

Donkeys emerged in Africa more
than 6000 years ago p.u7
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- Mapping the changing rolesof donkeys across the millennia
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Donkeys roles in human development
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Keys drivers for the change: global scale
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Mass Slaughtering of Donkeys

REPORT 1

THE GLOBAL TRADE

IN DONKEY SKINS:
A TICKING TIME BOMB "SANCTOARY
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Other factors —
Religious beliefs, Access to modern
science and technology, Access to
services etc




Donkeys demographic changes: Global vs East
Africa

WORLD DONKEY POPULATION Donkey Population trend: East Africa,
FAOSTAT, 2022
TREND, FAO 2022 ’
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Comparing Donkey Population trend of
The EU Developed Vs Least Developed Countries
Donkey Pop' Trend: EUFOP@ Total, FAOSTAT 2022 Donkey population trend: least Developed
countries (FAOSTAT 2022)
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Global distribution of donkey Population

64% (33 million) of world
donkeys are on duty in
Africa

East Africa accounts for
24% (12.5 million) of world
donkey population,

(37% of African donkeys)
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Fig 2. Global donkey population sizes for each country in 2018. Data from FAOSTAT, where data has not been made available to FAOSTAT countries are shaded black.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0247830.g002
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Fia: Donkey population densitgl
ates with human population density
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Distribution of human population in Ethiopia, CSA, 2022
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(lé9°/;\)0f donkeys serve in highland

Donkey-2019

Distribution of Donkey Population in Ethiopia, CSA 2019
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1. Donkeys remain integral to RURAL LIVELIHOODS

(Donkeys in Crop Production cycle (farm= fork; 365 days of a donkey)

Ethiopia Population
FAOSTAT 2021

Donkeys vital role to access primary
markets for rural households

Transport Tillage,
Fertilizer & harrowing,
seed ripping

' Transporting
harvest

Home
consumption

\ Transporting

produce

Market
for sale
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2. WATER ACCESS

Ethiopia Population
FAOSTAT 2021

Donkeys serve as water pipes for rural®
villages (HHds WASH activities) N
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3. Donkey’s contribution to WOMEN QUALITY OF LIFE
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4. Donkeys as SELF — EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

(Migration of the youth from rural = urban for employment)

2.2 million
Donkeys in Urban

From Diarre®
Village tg=N8

collection sites |

Animal Powered
Solid Waste Managment

Transporting
construction supplies
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4. Mitigation Role - Conflict and climate extremes

e (Conflict) Donkeys supporting refugees (IDPs)

* Natural Disaster (Climate) (Refugees)
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Sudanese refugees from the Tandelti area who crossed into Chad, at Koufroun, near Echbara, are seen on April 30, 2023. £
(Gueipeur Denis Sassou /AFP via Getty Images) 10f10



Ethiopia: Roles, donkey population, human population are on the rise

DONKEY POPULATION

ETHIOPIA: Donkey Population trend [1993 - 2021],

FAO 2022 P4
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Donkeys roles in human development

FUTURE ROLE OF DONKEYS IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CONTINUUM

2 — scenarios:

No Action = Decimation

Collective Action = Rescued,
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Integrating into the National development plan
Continue to sustain rural livelihoods
Continue to support transition in urbanization

Mitigation role in conflict and Climate shocks (IDP)

Sustainable commodity production eg. Milk

anormal economic activity — invisible
Decimation by Skin trade

Rural livelihoods is challenged - Social and
economic disruption

Women and Children replace donkeys
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CONCLUSION and WAY FORWARD

Donkeys had remarkable foot prints in human civilization.

* Present a RELIABLE, SUSTAINABLE and AFFORDABLE power source for small holder farmer

* Donkeys remain integral to resilience building in rural communities of East Africa
* Donkeys continue to play essential role In urbanization process

 Donkeys continue to play crucial role in disaster relief and emergency

« East Africa, more than any other region, is not ready for skin trade: hence
the need for a 15 years moratorium

- Acall for integration of efforts, policies and strategies to recognize role of
working animals in national, regional and international development plans and hence
the need to improve their welfare
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* Highlight on domestication of donkeys
 Mapping the changing roles of donkeys across time
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